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Overview:

Quarterly Topic: Do Downturns Lead to Down Years?

Quarterly Market Summary

Long Term Market Summary

World Stock Market Performance Quarterly

World Stock Market Performance Annually

Randomness Of Market Returns

This report features world capital market performance 
and a timeline of events for the past 12 months. It begins 
with a global overview, then features the returns of 
stock and bond asset classes in the US and 
international markets. 

The report also illustrates the impact of globally 
diversified portfolios and features our quarterly topic.
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Required Minimum Distributions: Individuals with 
IRAs or 401(k)s who are over the age of 73 must take 
required minimum distributions (RMDs) each year. 

Please notify our office if you are over 73 and have 
other qualified or IRA assets held outside of VSM 
purview. This will allow us to calculate the correct 
distribution. Account holders that have reached the 
age of 73 in 2023 must take an RMD by April 1, 2024. 
After an account holder takes the initial RMD, all future 
RMDs must be taken by December 31st.

Please accept this as our offering of our Client 
Information Privacy Principles. If you would like a 
copy, please contact the office at 410-825-8844



Do Downturns Lead to Down Years?

Stock market declines over a few days or  months 
may lead investors to anticipate a down  year. But 
the US stock market has had positive  annual 
returns in many years despite some  notable 
dips.

• Intrayear declines for the index ranged  
from 3% to 49%.

• Many years with large intrayear declines  
saw positive annual returns.

• In 17 of the last 20 years, US stocks ended  
up with gains for the year.

Tumbles may be scary, but they  
shouldn’t be surprising. And a  
short-term slump needn’t mean  
a full-year fall.

YEAR- BY-YEAR  RETURNS, WITH  STEEPEST DECLINE WITHIN  EACH YEAR
Russell 3000 Index, January 2003–December 2022

2003 2005 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2022

–49%

–25%

–37%

–19%–20%

–35%

–5%
–3%

–12%  –11%

–6%
–8%

–10%

–20%

–16%

–27%

–10%
–8%–7%–8%

–13%

Negative  
Calendar-Year  
Return

Largest  
Intrayear  
Decline

–5%   –7%

31%

12%

6%

16%

5%

28%

17%

1%

16%

34%

13%

0.5%

13%

21%

31%

21%

26%Positive  
Calendar-Year  
Return



135211

US Stock
Market

International 
Developed Stocks

Emerging
Markets Stocks

Global
Real Estate

US Bond 
Market

Global Bond 
Market ex US

Q3 2023 STOCKS BONDS

-3.25% -4.10% -2.93% -6.49% -3.23% -0.78%

Since Jan. 2001

Average
Quarterly Return 2.2% 1.5% 2.4% 2.1% 0.9% 0.9%

Best 22.0% 25.9% 34.7% 32.3% 4.6% 4.6%
Quarter 2020 Q2 2009 Q2 2009 Q2 2009 Q3 2001 Q3 2008 Q4

Worst -22.8% -23.3% -27.6% -36.1% -5.9% -4.1%
Quarter 2008 Q4 2020 Q1 2008 Q4 2008 Q4 2022 Q1 2022 Q1

Quarterly Market Summary
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Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. Indices are not available for direct investment. Index performance does not reflect the expenses associated with the management of an actual portfolio.
Market segment (index representation) as follows: US Stock Market (Russell 3000 Index), International Developed Stocks (MSCI World ex USA Index [net dividends]), Emerging Markets (MSCI Emerging Markets Index [net 
dividends]), Global Real Estate (S&P Global REIT Index [net dividends]), US Bond Market (Bloomberg US Aggregate Bond Index), and Global Bond Market ex US (Bloomberg Global Aggregate ex-USD Bond Index [hedged to 
USD]). S&P data © 2023 S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC, a division of S&P Global. All rights reserved. Frank Russell Company is the source and owner of the trademarks, service marks, and copyrights related to the Russell 
Indexes. MSCI data © MSCI 2023, all rights reserved. Bloomberg data provided by Bloomberg.

Index returns



135212

US Stock
Market

International 
Developed Stocks

Emerging
Markets Stocks

Global
Real Estate

US Bond 
Market

Global Bond 
Market ex US

1 Year STOCKS BONDS

20.46% 24.00% 11.70% 2.03% 0.64% 2.99%

5 Years

9.14% 3.44% 0.55% 0.01% 0.10% 0.83%

10 Years

11.28% 3.84% 2.07% 3.12% 1.13% 2.30%

Long-Term Market Summary
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Index returns as of September 30, 2023

Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. Indices are not available for direct investment. Index performance does not reflect the expenses associated with the management of an actual portfolio.
Market segment (index representation) as follows: US Stock Market (Russell 3000 Index), International Developed Stocks (MSCI World ex USA Index [net dividends]), Emerging Markets (MSCI Emerging Markets Index [net 
dividends]), Global Real Estate (S&P Global REIT Index [net dividends]), US Bond Market (Bloomberg US Aggregate Bond Index), and Global Bond Market ex US (Bloomberg Global Aggregate ex-USD Bond Index [hedged to 
USD]). S&P data © 2023 S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC, a division of S&P Global. All rights reserved. Frank Russell Company is the source and owner of the trademarks, service marks, and copyrights related to the Russell 
Indexes. MSCI data © MSCI 2023, all rights reserved. Bloomberg data provided by Bloomberg.
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World Stock Market Performance
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Graph Source: MSCI ACWI Index (net dividends). MSCI data © MSCI 2023, all rights reserved. Index level based at 100 starting January 2000.
It is not possible to invest directly in an index. Performance does not reflect the expenses associated with management of an actual portfolio. Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. 

MSCI All Country World Index with selected headlines from Q3 2023

These headlines are not offered to explain market returns. Instead, they serve as a reminder that investors should view daily events from a long-term perspective and avoid making 
investment decisions based solely on the news.

Q3 2023

1 YEAR (Q4 2022–Q3 2023)

“US New-Vehicle Sales Rise an 
Estimated 13% in First Half of 
the Year”
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Last 3 months

“Turkey Agrees to Let Sweden In NATO”

“US Wages Rise More than 
4% While Consumer Prices 
Increase 3%”

“Dow Notches 
Longest Win 
Streak since 
2017”

“S&P 500 Extends Winning Streak with Fifth 
Month of Gains”

“Fitch Slashes US Credit Rating 
to AA+ from AAA”

“China Slips Into Deflation in 
Warning Sign for World 
Economy”

“Japan's 
Economy 
Grows at 6% 
Pace in 
Second 
Quarter”

“US Mortgage Rates Hit 7.09%, Highest 
in More than 20 Years”

“Wagner Chief Who Plotted Coup Presumed 
Dead in Russia Plane Crash” 

“US Stock Market’s August Losses 
Snap Monthslong Winning 
Streak”

“US Factory Orders 
Plunge in July after 
Four Straight Gains”

“Oil Climbs 1.8% to End at a 10-Month High”

“UAW Strikes at Plants 
Owned by GM, Ford, 
Stellantis”

“Iran Releases Five 
Americans in 
Exchange for 
Frozen Funds”

“Bank of 
England 
Holds Rates 
Steady for 
First Time in 
Nearly Two 
Years”

“S&P 500 
Suffers 
Biggest 
Monthly 
Loss This 
Year”

“Hollywood 
Studios and 
Writers Reach a 
Strike-Ending 
Deal”
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World Stock Market Performance
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Graph Source: MSCI ACWI Index (net dividends). MSCI data © MSCI 2023, all rights reserved. Index level based at 100 starting January 2000.
It is not possible to invest directly in an index. Performance does not reflect the expenses associated with management of an actual portfolio. Past performance is not a guarantee of future results. 

MSCI All Country World Index with selected headlines from past 12 months

These headlines are not offered to explain market returns. Instead, they serve as a reminder that investors should view daily events from a long-term perspective and avoid making 
investment decisions based solely on the news.
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LONG TERM (2000–Q3 2023)

Last 12 
months

“OPEC+ Agrees to Biggest Oil Production 
Cut since Start of Pandemic”
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SHORT TERM (Q4 2022–Q3 2023)

Sep 30

“Sunak Wins Vote to Become 
UK’s Next Prime Minister after 
Truss Resigns”

“US Treasury Yield Curve 
Inverts to Deepest Level 
since 1981”

“China 
Braces for 
Deadly 
Covid 
Wave 
after 
Loosening 
Controls”

“US Stocks Close Out Worst 
Year since 2008”

“Dow Closes 700 Points Higher 
on Signs of Slowing Wage 
Growth”

“CEOs Say They Expect a US 
Recession, but Most Think It 
Will Be Short”

“US PPI Report Shows 
Producer Prices Rose, 
Pointing to Persistent 
Inflation”

“Silicon Valley Bank Closed by 
Regulators; FDIC Takes Control”

“US Inflation Eased to 5% in March; 
Lowest Level in Nearly Two Years”

“US Signals Support for 
Allies to Send Their F-16 
Jets to Ukraine”

“S&P 500 
Starts a 
New Bull 
Market as 
Big Tech 
Lifts 
Stocks”

“Fed Holds Rates Steady but Expects 
More Increases”

“US New-Vehicle Sales Rise an Estimated 
13% in First Half of the Year”

“China Slips Into Deflation in 
Warning Sign for World 
Economy”

“Wagner Chief 
Who Plotted 
Coup 
Presumed 
Dead in 
Russia Plane 
Crash” 

“UAW Strikes at Plants Owned by 
GM, Ford, Stellantis”

“S&P 500 
Suffers 
Biggest 
Monthly 
Loss This 
Year”



2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

US REIT
27.40%

US REIT
0.80%

Commodity
9.86%

Emerging 
Markets 
34.35%

US Bonds 
0.01%

Large Cap 
US

28.88%

Large Cap 
US

18.40%

Commodity
40.35%

Commodity
25.99%

Large Cap 
US

13.07%

Large Cap
US

11.40%

US Bonds
0.55%

US REIT
8.90%

International 
Developed 

25.03%

Large Cap 
US

-6.20%

US REIT
25.84%

Small Cap 
US

 18.36%

US REIT
35.55%

Global 
Allocation
-12.08%

Commodity
7.24%

US Bonds
5.97%

Large Cap
US

-0.73%

US Bonds
5.31%

Large Cap 
US 

19.40%

Global 
Allocation

 -6.41%

Small Cap
US

23.72%

Emerging 
Markets
  15.84%

Large Cap 
US

28.71%

US Bonds
-13.01%

Global 
Allocation

5.64%

Global 
Allocation

3.71%

International 
Developed

-0.81%

Emerging
Markets
5.03%

Global 
Allocation

14.04%

US REIT
-8.00%

International 
Developed

18.44%

Global 
Allocation

10.12%

Small Cap
US

13.70%

International 
Developed

-16.79%

International 
Developed

4.49%

Small Cap
US

3.50%

Global
Allocation

-1.74%

Global
Allocation

9.16%

Small Cap 
US 

13.10%

Small Cap 
US 

-12.20%

Global 
Allocation

18.17%

US Bonds
7.51%

Global 
Allocation

13.52%

Large Cap 
US

-18.11%

Small Cap
US

1.35%

Emerging
Markets
-4.63%

Small Cap
US

-5.70%

Large Cap
US

 2.70%

Commodity
5.77%

International
Developed

-13.79%

Commodity
17.63%

International 
Developed

5.43%

International 
Developed

8.78%

Small Cap
US

-21.56%

Emerging 
Markets
-0.38%

International 
Developed

-4.90%

Emerging
Markets
-16.96%

Small Cap
US

 1.40%

US Bonds
3.54%

Commodity
-13.82%

Emerging 
Markets
15.42%

US REIT
-9.32%

US Bonds
-1.54%

Emerging 
Markets
-22.37%

US Bonds
-1.21%

Commodity
-33.06%

Commodity
-32.86%

International
Developed

-4.42%

US REIT
-0.10%

Emerging 
Markets
-16.64%

US Bonds
8.72%

Commodity
 -23.72%

Emerging 
Markets
-4.59%

US REIT
-27.89%

US REIT
-8.32%

          Randomness Of Market Returns

Highest 
Return

Lowest
Return

Large Cap US is defined as the S&P 500 Index, Small Cap US is defined as the Russel l 2000 Index, US Reit is defined as the Dow Jones US Select REIT Index, International Developed
Is defined as MSCI EAFE Index, Emerging Markets is defined as the MSCI Emerging Index, Commodity is defined as the S&P GSCI and US Bonds are Defined as the BarCap US Agg 
Bond Index. Indexes are not available for direct investment. Index performance does not reflect the expenses associated with the management of an actual portfolio. Past performance
is not a guarantee of future results. Global Allocation is defined as the DFA 60/40 Global Allocation Fund Institutional Shares. 8
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